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1. EIGHT-DAY 73RD EXTRAORDINARY DIET ADJOURNED EVENING JULY 
31, AFTER UNITED LDP VOTED DOWN NON-CONEIDENCE MOTION SUB- 
MITTED JOINTLY IN LOWER HOUSE BY ALL OPPOSITION PARTIES 
(265-197), AND SIMILAR CENSURE MOTION SUBMITTED BY THEM IN 
UPPER HOUSE (128-121). ORGANIZATION OE NEWLY ELECTED UPPER 
HOUSE THUS WAS ONLY BUSINESS CONDUCTED IN BRIEF POST-ELE- 
CTION SESSION REQUIRED BY LAW FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

2. OPPOSITION PARTIES INSISTED FROM OUTSET THAT LDP ELEC- 
TION LOSSES, REELECTING UNFAVORABLE POPULAR JUDGMENT OE GOJ, 
REQUIRED AT MINIMUM THAT PRIMIN TANAKA EXPLAIN POLICIES IN 
DIET. EACED WITH ADAMANT REFUSAL BY PRIMIN TANAKA TO DO SO, 
ON GROUNDS THERE NO BILLS BEEORE DIET FOR DEBATE WHICH 
WOULD REQUIRE EXPLANATION, OPPOSITION PARTIES SUBMITTED NON- 
CONFIDENCE AND CENSURE MOTIONS TO VOTE ON LAST DAY OF 
SESSION. 
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3. DESPITE INTERNAL BICKERING STEMMING FROM ELECTION LOSSES, 
RESIGNATIONS FROM CABINET BY MIKI, FUKUDA AND HORI, AND 
PRECEDENT OF ABSTENTION BY SOME LDP DISSIDENTS FROM VOTE 
FOR UPPER HOUSE OFFICERS (REFTEL) RULING PARTY MEMBERS 
UNITED TO DEFEAT ANTI-GOJ RESOLUTIONS IN BOTH HOUSES. OB- 
SERVERS DISCOUNT SPRINKLING OF ABSTENTEES FROM LOWER HOUSE 
VOTE AS POLITICALLY INSIGNIFICANT. EVEN SEIRANKAI SUPPORTED 
TANAKA GOVT, RATHER THAN JOIN OPPOSITION IN MOVE TO BRING 
IT DOWN. IN UPPER HOUSE, ONLY MEMBER WHO LEFT CHAMBER TO 
ABSTAIN FROM VOTE WAS CONSERVATIVE INDEPENDENT KENTARO 
KUJIME. 

5. COMMENT: HAVING SUCCESSFULLY FENDED OFF OPPOSITION IN 
DIET FOR TIME BEING BY AVOIDING SUBSTANTIVE DEBATE DURING 
BRIEF EXTRAORDINARY DIET SESSION, PRIMIN TANAKA CAN NOW 
DEVOTE MORE ATTENTION TO STRUGGLE WITH LDP RIVALS CALLING 
FOR PARTY REFORM. END COMMENT. 

HODGSON 
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